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BACKGROUND

THE NFB IS A PUBLIC PRODUCER AND DISTRIBUTOR OF AUDIOVISUAL WORKS.

• Established in 1939

• Over 14,000 productions, including 200 in development every year

• 13 studios in 9 Canadian cities

• Mainly documentaries, animations and interactive projects

• 75 Oscar® nominations and more than 5,000 awards
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Inventory

• Works

- 14,000 linear items (10,000 in film format, 3,000 in video format and 1,000 in born-digital

format) 

- 100 interactive Web productions

• Stock shots
4,000 hours or 60,000 shots

• Music and sound effects
20,000 effects and 6,000 music master tapes

• Photos
500,000 elements
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Digitization and preservation plan

To date, we have digitized all active collection works (or 60% of 
total works) to meet the NFB’s day-to-day accessibility requests.

We have processed 8,000 titles, broken down as follows:

- 1,500 titles in 35 mm

- 4,000 titles in 16 mm

- 1,500 titles in (SD or HD) video

- 1,000 born-digital titles

We are currently working on a solution for interactive works to 
preserve the assets and retain the experience.



5

Digitization and preservation plan

In 2008, the NFB began implementing an extensive digitization and preservation 
plan.

Objectives

1. Foster current and 
future accessibility of NFB 
works in digital formats.

2. Preserve NFB works on 
digital media.

3. Restore NFB works that 
have deteriorated due to 
wear.
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Key steps
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Key steps

The Digital Source Master (DSM) is synonymous with longevity in that it digitally
preserves the best available source for each element of a work, in all its technical and
artistic integrity.

The Digital Master (DM) is synonymous with reproduction as it relates to current
display technologies.

The Mezzanine is synonymous with just-in-time accessibility and offers everyday
flexibility for quick delivery on a large number of digital platforms.
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Digital archiving
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Digital archiving

Four golden rules: 

1. Continuous data integrity checks.
2. Ensuring that file formats are readable in the long term.
3. Monitoring to address hardware obsolescence of digital recording 

media.
4. Production of double digital copies on two different types of media 

(technological redundancy), stored in different geographic locations.
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MAM
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MAM
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MAM – AI-based cataloguing
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MAM – AI-based cataloguing
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MAM
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MAM
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MAM

MAM & Synchrone (migré)

Système de 
publication

Métadonnées

Droits

...

MAM API Public API

Plateformes ONF :
Next ONF.ca
& Education

Plateformes 
partenaires :

- youtube
- facebook

- etc...

...

Reporting
Cognos

Usage Stat API

Systèmes internes ONF API (back-end)

Cloud Services :
CDN/OVP

API (front-end) Plateformes publiques

Actifs

Trans ARFinancial

Droits API

1. Permanent data
2. Source assets
3. Publication system included
4. Structured data

1. Operational data
2. Data adaptation
3. Content presentation management
4. Platform authentication





List of current publications with 
this title:

▪ Platforms
▪ Dates

Add a new publication for this title





Interactive productions: Archiving the experience



Interactive productions: Archiving the experience
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CONTEXT



Interactive productions: Archiving the experience

SIP: WARC file grab by Webrecorder (Rhizome)

AIP: Archived using Atempo Digital Archive with all rules to ensure long term access

DIP: WARC with live index and playback with Webrecorder Player (Rhizome) in NFB infrastructure

Development Collaboration between NFB and Rhizome



Interactive productions: Archiving the experience



Web archive available to our public



Web archive available to our public

See the archived
project



Web archives: Other options

• nfb.ca website
• nfb.gc.ca government website
• NFB social media accounts (Twitter, Facebook, Instagram)
• etc.



THANK YOU


