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Partnerships

Create opportunities and build capacity, 
particularly at the grassroots/local level

➢ Foster equitable participation
➢ Create reusable cultural heritage data
➢ Build up the capacity and capabilities of the 

GLAM sector



York University, Clara Thomas Special 
Collections & Archives:
Italian-Canadian Newspapers, 1929-1946



U of Alberta: Holodomor Research & 
Education Consortium



Holodomor Research & Education Consortium



CRKN: Transcription engagement tool 



Trends in text analysis/recognition 
software

● Public projects and datasets appear with 
increasingly powerful and accessible software (for 
example: Kaggle, Distant Reader, LoC NN)

https://www.kaggle.com/allen-institute-for-ai/CORD-19-research-challenge
https://confluence.xsede.org/display/XT/Abstract%3A+The+Distant+Reader%2C+Y1
https://labs.loc.gov/work/experiments/newspaper-navigator/


OCR options increase

● Cloud-based
● major cloud players now offering OCR as a service 

(for example: Microsoft Azure Computer Vision, 
Google Cloud Vision API, Amazon Textract)

● long-standing OCR systems add cloud options (for 
example: ABBYY Cloud OCR SDK, Tesseract
deployed behind cloud services, including AWS 
Lambda) 

● Widespread interest in transparency and improving 
accuracy
● see Collective Compilation of Thematics from 

Eldorado Impresso Workshop

https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/services/cognitive-services/computer-vision/
https://cloud.google.com/vision/docs/ocr
https://aws.amazon.com/textract/
https://www.abbyy.com/cloud-ocr-sdk/
https://github.com/tesseract-ocr/tesseract
https://aws.amazon.com/lambda/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nYIyuKFLPjgL4VbkKjI338Hh7vy68raCTNoC_vCPT2I/edit#heading=h.bcxbu4fcvnb3
https://impresso.github.io/eldorado/online-program/


Handwriting systems evolve

● HTR matures
● Comprehensive recognition/training platforms become 

more accessible  (for example: Transkribus, Aletheia, 
eScripta projects) 

https://transkribus.eu/Transkribus/
https://www.primaresearch.org/tools/Aletheia
https://escripta.hypotheses.org/


Encoding gains scrutiny & depth

● Interest in ALTO standard grows
● Increasingly common syntax for both typeset and 

handwritten text

https://www.loc.gov/standards/alto/


Partnership with University of Windsor 
Community Newspapers Programme

● Formal agreement in 2018
● Windsor scans onsite with ODW prototype scanner
● Continuation of work started with IA in 2007

https://ourdigitalworld.net/2020/07/20/macrophotography-from-microfilm/


About microform format(s)...

● Both a challenge & opportunity
● Still figuring out fiche
● Well worth the effort, community 

newspapers are a vital record



LAM Community Newspapers initiative

● In late 2017, 36 
newspapers In Ontario 
were shuttered

● Contact was made with 
publishers in hopes of 
getting access to the 
newspaper archives

● From protocols and 
agreements to 
physically “saving” 
newspapers

Archives of Ontario

Archives Association of 
Ontario

Library and Archives 
Canada

Ontario Library Association

OurDigitalWorld

Toronto Public Library
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Thank you!
Merci!
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