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COLLABORATING. CREATING. SHARING.

Create opportunities and build capacity,
particularly at the grassroots/local level

> Foster equitable participation

> (Create reusable cultural heritage data

> Build up the capacity and capabilities of the
GLAM sector




York University, Clara Thomas Special
ollections & Archives:
talian-Canadian Newspapers, 1929-194
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bl 3 Non wi sono gquestioni di partito 0 di tendenze. Ognuno

— | pub cccupare il suo pogto cnorevole in guesto schieramen-—
tp di forze per il raggiungimento della Vittoria, Ognuno
pub recare il suoc contributo di pensieroc e di aziene.
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; Moi domandiamo agli'italiani: Wale la pena lottare

per guesti scopi? .

C; Yale la pena combattere per guesto Canada, di cui

siamo parte integrale, dove godiamo un benessere SCO-
nosciuw in altri Paesi, dove ei is congesso 11 done prezio-
sissimo della liberty e disll'indipendenpy?

Percib salutiamo con animo lietc il sorgere dei Comi-

tati unitari italo-canadesi per la Vittoria delle Nazioni
Upite, ed invitiamo tutti gl'italiani del Canada a parteci-
T payvi, senza restriizoni mentali e senza falsi pudori.
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These free Italians are anxious
- to demonstrate to the world that

__':_"g their race is not a solid unit in

i support of Mussclini and his

=) policies. They would contribute

active assistance to the restora-

ﬁg tion of a democratic and more

wholesome regime in Italy. A

South American capital wisely

3 was chosen as the place for

starting the movement. Among

the Italian communities, which

are very large in Argentina and

! exist in most countries of South

America, Mussolini's agents have

been untiringly busy with propa-
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Vale la pena aiutare i1 nostri fratelli che mordono il
freno sotto , giogo fascism e nazista? v
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Anche coloro che hanno ancora la mente ottenebrata
da false ideologie, dovranno convincersi presto o tardi che
"trottt vi o ds salvesza all'infugri della partecipazione




U of Alberta: Holodomor Research &
Education Consortium
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Search the collections

Find ‘

Search Options
Browse by Subject

Advanced Search

Directory Context
About the Directory

The Holodomor's Forbidden
Photographs

Holodomor Basic Facts

Historical Map
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Photographer Biographies
Alexander Wienerberger
Nikolai Bokan

James Abbe

WWihitina Williame

Featured collections

Alexander Wienerberger: Innitzer
Album

the Innitzer album

&L
- Alexander Wienerberger: Beyond

James Abbe Collection

.| Nikolai Bokan Collection

Whiting Williams Collection

~1 Select 1920s Famine Photos from
Ukraine and Russia
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Holodomor Research & Education Consortium

P.M. Slavhorodsky (1), p. 2
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Create electronic postcard

&, Original Letter (PDF)

&, Transcription (PDF)

&, Translation (PDF)

Hapcunak Bam ANS KHWMKH-MemMopiany «33-i: ronods CNUCOK NPI3BHLL THX
cTaniHeLkMx AHWYAPIB, AKi B MoeMy ceni Hab'aHka onBupanu B nioei xnib go
JEPHUHK | BCI IHWI NPOAYKTM Xap4yBaHHS, CBIAOMO NPUPIKaK4M CBOIX OHOCENLYaH
Ha renogHy cmepTs. Ock BoHM:

Monapyw Mupis MHaToamy;

Higwk ©epip (npissmceko BeHbrip);

Higuk 3ocum denoposud (npizerceko Posym), 1906 p. Hapomx.

Oigwmk Fappuno (npizeucske Wewenei);

Mawwup Mukona ApceHbosnd (npiagicsko CoTka), 3aerocn;

BinokiHe Bacuns Maspunoeuy (npissvceko BupillansHui), ronoea cinbpaau.




CRKN: Transcription engagement tool

Transcribing Canada’s Documentary Heritage |

Transcription du patrimoine documentaire du Canada

Canadian Research
Knowledge Network

Réseau canadien
de documentation
pour larecherche
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Transcription; SHowHeLs

WAR DIARY or INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY (Erase heading not
required.)

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F.5. Regs., Part Il. and the Staff

Manual respectively. Title pages will be prepared in
manuscript.

Army Form C. 2118,

Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information
Remarks and references to Appendices

1916

Field May 16-17th AM 6-6

B18 men building, improving and repairing trenches

172 - carrying material

B4 - wiring

Section: in Camp constructing dam and generally employed.
15 No 150257, 3pr. Hart, W.H. G 5 wound in Neck.

Field May 17-18th AM 6-6

706 men improving and repairing trenches

220 - carrying and unloading material

92 - wiring

24 - building & repairing dug-outs and & men on Bridges.
Sections in Camp constructing Dug-outs and & men on
Bridges.

Sections in Camp constructing Dam and general wark in
Camp.

Casualties. No. 150257 Spr. Hart, W.H. Died from Wounds.
[[Illegible]]

Field May 18-19th AM 6-6

530 men building, improving and repairing trenches
223 - carrying and unloading material

23 - wiring

28 - working on Dressing Station

18 - on Dug-Outs

12 - at Dump 3 hours

Sections in Camp, working on Dam and building Dug-outs




Trends in text analysis/recognition
software

Distant Reader

Risk factors from the
CORD dataset

Word Frequencies

T Findi icles
i ing: Finding Related Artic
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This is a Distant Reader "study carrel", a set of structured data intended to help the student,

researcher, or scholar use & understand a corpus.
Data

3 ex('word y{:208] -4
t_values( ‘count', ascendmg:False) _set_ind (
word_count.sort.v s

P e
o ascendmg:‘rrue).plot(kmd« barh')
<> Notebooks

was created from a curated subset of CORD, a collection of more than 100,000
the topic of COVID-19. This resulted in a set of 11,144 item(s).
L ache, and each of them have been

£4p42374358>
_AxesSubplot at ax7
Discuss <mat] otlib.axes._subplots Ax
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Public projects and datasets appear with

increasingly powerful and accessible software (for
example: Kaqggle, Distant Reader, LoC NN)



https://www.kaggle.com/allen-institute-for-ai/CORD-19-research-challenge
https://confluence.xsede.org/display/XT/Abstract%3A+The+Distant+Reader%2C+Y1
https://labs.loc.gov/work/experiments/newspaper-navigator/

OCR options increase

Cloud-based
major cloud players now offering OCR as a service

(for example: Microsoft Azure Computer Vision,
Google Cloud Vision API, Amazon Textract)

long-standing OCR systems add cloud options (for
example: ABBYY Cloud OCR SDK, Tesseract
deployed behind cloud services, including AWS
Lambda)

Widespread interest in transparency and improving
accuracy

see Collective Compilation of Thematics from
Eldorado Impresso Workshop



https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/services/cognitive-services/computer-vision/
https://cloud.google.com/vision/docs/ocr
https://aws.amazon.com/textract/
https://www.abbyy.com/cloud-ocr-sdk/
https://github.com/tesseract-ocr/tesseract
https://aws.amazon.com/lambda/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nYIyuKFLPjgL4VbkKjI338Hh7vy68raCTNoC_vCPT2I/edit#heading=h.bcxbu4fcvnb3
https://impresso.github.io/eldorado/online-program/

Handwriting systems evolve
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e Comprehensive recognition/training platforms become

more accessible (for example: Transkribus, Aletheia,
eScripta projects



https://transkribus.eu/Transkribus/
https://www.primaresearch.org/tools/Aletheia
https://escripta.hypotheses.org/

Encoding gains scrutiny & depth

H altoxml /schema

{> Code @ lssues 18

ALTO support for
encoding OCR

segmentation
ambiguity #63

OCR Confidence in ALTO: Representation, Meaning, Desiderata ¢ O
File Edit View Insert Format Tools Add-ons Zotero Help
o~ AP 100% » | Normaltext v Arial +~ 11 v~ BT UA & o - 2
2 1 v 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 ' 17 18

1 7
vexample, NE connaence or a page witn 1uu woras eacn witn connaence u.gd 1s ~u.af. 15 mnis
the best way to express page-level confidence? Perhaps a simple average of word confidences
instead?

Goals: Standardization, Interpretability, Compatibility

One rudimentary aspect of standardization is simply fixing the type and range of the
character-level confidence; for instance an integer in the range [0,9] or [0,100], with an
hgreement on which end corresponds to high confidence. This document assumes that while
within scope of discussion, this aspect should be straightforward to resolve, and therefore will
place attention on some deeper aspects traded off in different ways by three broad approaches:

Three broad approaches

In the ALTO board discussion we identified three broad approaches achieving differing degrees
of interpretability (1), standardization (S), and compatibility (C) with existing engines and data.

1. (high |, high S, low C) Specify a reference algorithm for computing confidence within the
OCR engine
2. (moderate |, moderate S, low to moderate C) Specify characteristics that the confidence
value should satisfy, including for example
a. rudimentary characteristics: data type, range, which end corresponds to “good”

e Interestin ALTO standard grows
e Increasingly common syntax for both typeset and
handwritten text



https://www.loc.gov/standards/alto/

Partnership with University of Windsor
Community Newspapers Programme

e Formal agreement in 2018
e \Windsor scans onsite with ODVV prototype scanner
e Continuation of work started with 1A in 2007



https://ourdigitalworld.net/2020/07/20/macrophotography-from-microfilm/

About microform format(s)...

e Both a challenge & opportunity

e Still figuring out fiche

e Well worth the effort, community
newspapers are a vital record



LAM Community Newspapers initiative

e Inlate 2017, 36
newspapers In Ontario
were shuttered

e Contact was made with
publishers in hopes of
getting access to the
newspaper archives

e From protocols and
agreements to
physically “saving”
newspapers

Archives of Ontario

Archives Association of
Ontario

Library and Archives
Canada

Ontario Library Association
OurDigitalWorld

Toronto Public Library
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Ifantin@ourdiqgitalworld.org
@ODWorg

Art Rhyno
artrhnyno@uwindsor.ca

Thank you!
Merci!

QurDigitalWorld

CRKN Conference, October 29, 2020
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