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Presentation Plan

Digitalization and dissemination within BAnQ

The Digital New-France Project

Technology for re-transcription and digital editions
of handwritten documents

BANnQ corpus as a trial project



BANQ Mission

The purpose of the BAnQ is to collect, conserve and disseminate
the documentary heritage of Quebec.

This heritage consists of millions of documents which are a
testimony to the history and culture of the Quebecois.




The First Revolution: Digital Collection
and Dissemination

e An effective way that helps BAnQ promote research
of its collections and holdings
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Digitization and Dissemination
within BAnQ

e Digital services have continued to grow over the last
20 years

Insert here a graphic on the annual

volume of digitized documents or page




Digitization and Dissemination
within BAnQ

e A variety of digitized, published and handwritten
documents
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Digitization and Dissemination
within BAnQ

e Digitization of several million files, disseminated

through the
catalogue

ko Advitam

Archives nationales

and the
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ﬂE"'?/" Mon dossier

Explorez I'offre numeérique
de BAnQ

Patrimoine québécois Livres, musique et films Ressources
Explorez les collections et fonds d'archives qui des livres, d et Accédez a des sites Web offrant du contenu sur
émoi des journaux, écoutez de la musique ou regardez. des sujets vanés - méthodes de langues, ouvrage:
‘de son dynamisme culturel et social. des vidéos. de référence, ressources en généalogie, efc.
Nos sélections Tout voir Nos sélections Tout voir Nos sélections Tout voir

@ Premiers pas avec BAnQ numérique
1 Consultez selon vos centres d'intérét



The Second Digital Revolution:
Optimal Character Recognition (OCR)

Launch search using keyword “Papineau” in the : 264,750
results !
Huge research potential.

’ﬂ' = ' @ Premiers pas ineau

Résultat de la recherche

264750 résultats i : Pertinence

Mot ¢lé : papineau X Patrimoine qu i Type de document : Revues etjournaux X Texte X merique.bang.qc.calrechercheE»

Masquer les filtres
Il Montebello, Papineau - Manoir Papineau Afficher les résultats pour

Inventaire des Biens Culturels, Maurice Gagnon, Gérard Morisset, Jean-Paul
M t. Vers 1950-1976

61 éléments. Fonds ministére de la Culture et des Communications

Tout (266046)
(®) Patrimoine québécois (265945)

Livres, musique et films (98)
Archives textuelles ; =

Ressources numeériques (3)

=== Il Frangois Papineau

* Papineau, Frangois. 1797-1810 Disponibilité
ments. Collection des petits fonds et collections d'archives manuscrites d'origine B
[ A sible en ligne (263664)
rbal faisant état du bornage d'un terrain entre Chz Provost et Thomas

: R, [J Consultation sur place (1086)
teau-Saint-Antoine, 7 aolt [...]

Archives textuelles
Filtrer

Type de document
Revues et journaux (254196)

Jl Les deux Papineau
David, L.O. 1840-192 urent-Olivier)

Montréal : Eusébe Senécal & fils, imprimeurs, 1896

PAPINEAU LES DEU
3 EUE

Texte (10554)




BANQ is looking for potential
partnerships to:

Provide better visibility for institutions and their documentary
corpus;

Promote and facilitate research of collections and holdings;
Promote better knowledge of the history and culture of
Quebec, based on documents in BAnQ.
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BANQ is looking for potential
partnerships
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A partner to work with BAnQ in the next
revolution of documentary research...



The Digital Revolution and Big Data

A worldwide movement

Gutenberg Project

* Since 1971 more than 53,000 books have
been digitally transcribed

ICMH and Early Canadiana Online;

Canadiana.org

* Since 1999: 19 million Canadian print
documents are available online

BANQ numeérique

* Since 2003: 5,873 journals; 5.3 million journal
pages and Quebecois journals

GoogleBooks

* Since 2004: 25 millions books have been scanned in
every language

* Ngram Viewer

(i1

L .

'HH Canadiana
Ml oo

Recherche dans ce document :  journaux asse!

Pages correspondantes : title page | p. 184 | p. 20 294 p. 355 p. 431

Journaux de 'Assemblée |égislative de la Province du Canada ... : [Journaux
de I'Assemblée |égislative de la Province du Canada depuis le 28me jour de
novembre 1844, jusqu'au 29me jour de mars, 1845, les deux jours inclus, et
dans la huitiéme année du régne de notre souveraine dame la Reine Victoria :
étant la premiére session du second Parlement provincial du Canada

|- L Perrault, 1845; 504 pages avec recherche en texte intégral (7

| [QIAT D[] (2[e] —[+] [@]

Conditions de servi jice = CRKN CND
© 2020 Réseau cansdien de documentation pour la recherche ] RCDR IPNP

Canadiana




The Digital Revolution

< Bibli et Archives nati du Québec

B\ , .
ng Numérique

A = @ @ Premiers pas
Résultat de la recherche

118 résultats

Mot clé : Indians X

Patrimoine québécois Type de document : Rev « X

B\ ;e
ng Numerigue

ﬁ = @ @ Premiers pas Dans c quer les filtr

Intervalle

Patrimoine québécois  Type de document : Revues et journaux X

Masquer les filtres ~
La Minerve, 27 mai 1899, samedi 27 mai 1899
Lis]

L S 2

= Wa Mine

786me ANNBE--No 224. MONTREAL, SAMEDI 27 MAI 1809 S8IX PAGES

U PARLENENT |

Page: 1 sur6. — 4+ Zoomautomatique *

Jour

. Costigan tente d'expliquer
sa volte-face

L DONNE DE PAUVRES o ————— i
BIPLICATIONS - B STESTERERTe | EERAAR P

ROSA BONHEUI
Elle est decédée bler matii
de 17 an:

Jigonse difae ol irréfatadle de sir
Charles Tupper

Jution du Drunimond adoptée

Disponibilité :

Il The Quebec mercury, 08 juillet 1847, Supplement

=g == || The Quebec mercury, 02 septembre 1847, jeudi 2 septembre 1847

Tout (140
(*) Patrimoine québé

musig

Disponibilité

Accessible en ligne (118)

Filtrer
Type de document

Revues et journaux (118)
Texte intégral
Recherche de proximité

Genre

Journaux (118)

Conditions d'utilisation

Titre

Appliquer

Langue



The Digital Revolution

Google Books Ngram Viewer
Q, [sauvage,Indienautochtone X @

1600 - 2019 ~ French (2019) ~ Case-Insensitive Smoothing of 5 =

0.00300%
Sauvage (All)

0.00250%
0.00200%
0.00750%

Indien (All)

0.00700%

0.00050%
/m autochtone (All)

0.00000%
1600 1650 1700 1750 1800 1850 1900 1950 2000

(click on line/label for focus, right click to expand/contract wildcards)



Challenges of OCR

* Relative quality of OCR: Creation of an “illusionary order"

Il nons Jdit ensuite gue nbis avons ma

truduit 1o mot ** the Indsans’’ qui sigmhe,

| serlon ,n|. l'; "0”:(”‘, "L non !v\-un_.lg-'w.

designed

Nt eenvain Ju ’r"“‘"“."" et plias famie
lier avee la langue trangamse, 1l sauint gun
O «f(‘ng:ml)s plus souveuld nom
“dlndiens*’ habitants des [odes, Qie
lvts habilants forels Ju nouveald moade
ou la Civilisatizn n'a jas rucore penelre

saurail que e mot * sauvage’ " o dety aee
ceplivis en franguis, e satnnlie s
touionis ** féroges et harbares,

\"‘ e il.l"sdl‘o Woles sUVIRZes Qi Vilises, dvs

stHus
s

!,"‘

‘1.!\ {

SaUVages jusliitils, e s UVIges Jis Sauil
St Louis, les sauvages de St Regis, Jes
sauvages de St Frangois, Se."" Mais vn se

serl 's:e.qu'u.varmlniemuu' de eo Inot pon

|
les habitants promatils Je 11os to-

| 1@Is, les HAlNIG IS Jdu A ys, LOUIeS [és pu-

plades sauvages, vi un mol, I nous ser!

11-uous-dit-ensnile-ue -nous-avnus mal

Cruduit le-mut-**the-Indians?-qui-signitie,
selonIni, les-Indiens, ex-non-les-sauvages.
Ni-lI'ecrivain-du-Transcript-etait-plus-fummi-
per-aveo-a-langue frangaise, «1-sausait-que
ous-d-ignous-plus-avuveut-xoux-le-nom
«-d'ludiens” les-hubitante-des-ludes, que
les-habitants-des tucets-du-nouveau-moude
ou-la-civilisation-n'a-jus-encore-penétre
aurai-quele-mot-a-get-deux-ues
ceptions-enfrancai, l-ue-signilie-pas
toujours-“-féroeus-et-barbarue,*” -pois-qu’

Jitenfrancais, *-les-sauvages-ci-vilises, -jen

auvages Fruits-les-ages-du-Sanit
o-Lonis, les-sauvages-de-SL-[Reis-Jon

guvages-de-St,-Francois, Le.”




Challenges of OCR

* More democratic access and document marginalization: the
arduous task of working with manuscripts

i
e O A «? ,-fﬂ“”[*w,go _{59 U“o/'&wcuu.. . 297
_.“‘\ g 0 ” . 4 L) ‘—v__._—_______,_,_,._
™ g 2 £ P -
,:‘ 3 \‘ e 5 \L’ “ '///\l <<_L J’c’wradw) Vevia¥ Veus Rrox V(Z,,,,Q‘_AQ W RZE

’ tt ‘s "‘i‘ (\ C/QU‘ Q@jﬁb p'-\. .Z‘l./"!uuw;(&f‘-_u‘d /]4)0(0 &uu(//)gfﬁt 911(’( /’j’
N fm:’ AN Elou U 1 u(ﬂo,&u,‘hllv {ufww %“LLQM"&} YRACYIY u't_lj B

¢ ,k\ S \?‘“’ “;‘;@ u?mw;&ug o3 :?}v ?’g{o\?:w:{’co‘o s (,S{v:tkuf;
b oY ; ued/Jje oq e MOLT By CAp
' &)/;’th) e@(d(w %&/‘(7%13‘?}(&0 !,Q/“kze- L%*f' /waa w Ml
\ \ ./DLM wu el W'Wu‘a‘wcum s 24110 uU /‘/\’;a(,j —_—
WCW o Mu, l/ft ua_uif@&um mu}-) V\’MU ég‘%/a,m/nw (O,/u wt A
‘4’ As bﬂ/y\@a Mirelie e LQ/\e,{Ad u M({Zﬁ% Al—uoeulafbu
F (0 wwv) \\ au?.cuuuh-——@%,u M’u%auuug u,w Bud ek

@ca%’cwaﬁ/ OW «3?&0 4 Cﬁout po o Lt U//‘ wrd—
A ’&M Coﬂcﬁuu .dbwvtw*eg 0o o' &'\( (o IL To u’

; lwy ,GL;& [/ uuaxﬂw Lu% S uh'e W /-—a,uA—/ O,

Loes A JJ“Z, d.wz_; WY A v wo M e %auﬂw@‘ —_—

a‘?wa mu% umlﬁ ‘”'Q/B/u/k

: ‘05' ,'“‘”j'vw Q.r&w.u.u Cuulq,nﬂ', .

) O " L CN ¢ ounALER 110 LU Mhm»-, '*L‘rt\u’ec MVC"‘*M L
/»’1._' 2 \-—/7 :’é/uuLV me a%w Mthw ¢0¢~)’ra§-’/!/ g
§ A \.' ' y CQ?%L *WW YY) e ‘,Q‘f}ww/bfi&*w\y Z i

N w l{«(‘/ 33
IUJA : e 3 ad!‘“—"e‘”?“‘uw Dirus o P m[’a ‘1 O QLL/(IL(, B




Research Challenges Working with
Handwritten Documents in the Digital Era

o Access to archives: democratization vs
marginalization

. The need for paleographic expertise

. Data produced by researchers and archives is
far from being uniform

. Variability of document types

 Sustainability of research data



Digital New-France:
A Large-Scale Digital Publication Project

Goal:

* Develop technology tools which will allow
researchers to pool their research data, thus
facilitating consultation and digital processing,
as well as the continuous enrichment of
research.



Historical-Literary Approach:
Document as Text and Object

The materiality of the document (structure,
cursive, deletions, illustrations, etc.) provide
information about the writing process and the
historical nature of the document.



A Collaborative and Research
Partnership Project

Goals:
* Ensure compatibility and inter-operability of digital
data generated by researchers;

* Ensure sustainability of data: allow the possibility of
ongoing correction and gradual enrichment;

* Ensure that access to open-source data is based on
the respect for the mandates of various archival
centres.



Collaborative and Partnership
Approach

1- Develop a digital repository to share documentary
research by scholars;

2- Develop working protocols to ensure the
uniformity and compatibility of data produced;

3- Support archival institutions in their mission to
facilitate accessibility and improvement of their
collections using digital tools.



The Digital New-France Project:
Digital Repository and Research Tool

Scanned images of archive documents
Automated transcription

Collaborative working protocols
Structural and textual tags (encryption)

Expertise in paleography (permanent workshop on

documentary analysis by Dominique Deslandres)

Research and consultation interface (next step)



Partners

* Library and Archives Canada
* Bibliotheque et Archives nationales du Quebec

» Rare Books and Special Collections Library, University of
Montreal

* Document and Archives Management Division, University of
Montreal

* Museum of Civilization of Quebec

 READ Cooperative (Transkribus)

Others

e Archives nationales d’'Outre-Mer (Aix-en-Provence)
* Abenaki Museum in Odanak



An Extensive Team... Destined to Grow

Management Team:

Catherine Broué (UQAR)
Maxime Gohier (UQAR)

Léon Robichaud (Universite
de Sherbrooke)

Jean-Francois Palomino
(BAnQ)

Other Researchers:

* Mehdi Adda (UQAR)

* Alain Beaulieu (UQAM)

* Arnaud Bessieres (Universite Laurienne)

* Philippe Charland (College Kiuna)

* Colin Coates (Glendon College)

* Dominique Deslandres (Université de
Montreal)

* Helen Dewar (Université de Montreéal)

* Alexandre Dubé (Washington
University)

* Gilles Havard (CNRS-EHESS)

» Daniella Kostroun (Indiana University)

* Jean-Francois Lozier (Universite
d'Ottawa)

* Marie-Christine Pioffet (York University)

* And many more to come...



Multiple Corpora

Collections and minutes of French-Indigenous
diplomatic encounters (Maxime Gohier)

Reports on the exploration of Louisiana (Catherine
Broue)

Indigenous language dictionaries (Philippe Charland and
Marie-Christine Pioffet)

Geographical and toponymy maps (Jean-Francois
Palomino)

Land grids in Montreal (Dominique Deslandres)



Technology for the
Digital Publication of
Handwritten Documents

e The READ Cooperative (Recognition and Enrichment
of Archival Documents) and Transkribus software
e XML-TEIl mark-up language



Transkribus Software

Text spatialization
Handwritten Text Recognition (HTR)
Mark-up language

Research




u ranskribus v1.8.0 (1 9_09_?_019_14:16), Loaded doci ANOM, F3, vol. 2, f. 318r-319r, ID: 146873, Page 1, ,lile: DSC04347.JPG [Imiggh_llggﬂnfi Qis_olgt_ignﬁso.o, w*h: 3271 * 5339) ] [curreni..
Q K41 5> b @FE-~ InProgress
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Versions = Jobs ®

B 2

ANOM, F3 (34476, Owner)

Logout maxime_gohier@ugar.ca

l:ﬁ Document Manager ] g, User Manager

Recent Documents... User activity

Collections:
Documents

1> M @0 &Mz &

1-80/80 4 4 1

Title Pages Uploz

.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
. ANOM, F3, vol. 2, f. 318r-319r
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.
.. ANOM, F3, vol.

7,f.116r-138v davic

7,f.93r-93v
7, f. 52r-59v
7,f. 48r-51v
7, f. 44r-47v
7,f. 38r-41v
7, f. 03r-06v
7,f.01r-02v
2,f. 444r-447r
2,f. 423r-427r
2,f. 413r-416r
2,f.410r-412r
2, f. 320r-325r

2,f.317r-317v
2,f.315r-316v
2, f.314r

2,f.310r-312v

Transkribus Software and Functions

davic
davic
davic
davic
davic
davic
davic
davic
davic
davic
davic
davic
davi
davic
davic
davic
davic

&

2-1 Du 13 octobre 1708

3-1 Parolles des sept
-2 agniers a monsieur le chevalier de
3-3 callieres gouverneur et lieutenant
———

4 general pour le Roy en toute la

———f
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Spatialization of Transcriptions Within the Image



Handwritten Text Recognition (HTR)

Details
Mame: Language:

Frangais ANOM French

Description: Parameters:

Documents from series F3, C11A and C11E. Nr. of Epochs 200
17th and 18th Centuries

MNr. of Words: Nr. of Lines:
128175 16392

=] Show Train Set Show Validation Set Show Characters

Learning Curve

Accuracy in CER

60 70 B8O S0 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180 180 200
Epochs

— CER Train — CER Validation |

CER on Train Set: |6.43% CER on Validation Set: | 8.05%




Dretails

MName: Language:

Relation de 1668 French

Description:
18th Century

Parameters:

Mr. of Epochs 50

MNr. of Words:
13856

Mr. of Lines:

1873

(=] Show Train Set Show Validation Set Show Characters

Learning Curve

Accuracy in CER

12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 2B 30 32 34 36 3B 40 42 44 46 48 50 52
Epochs

— CER Train — CER Validation |

CER on Train Set: | 0.87% CER on Validation Set: | 3.02%




Name: Language:

Théodore De Pincier French

Description: Parameters:

Journal d'arpentage de Théodore de Pincier, 1798-1799 (35 pages) Nr. of Epochs 200

Nr. of Words: Nr. of Lines:
6277 558

|:J Show Train Set Show Validation Set Show Characters

Learning Curve

Accuracy in CER

60 70 8 9 100 110
Epochs

—CER Train — CER Validation

CER on Train Set:  0.11% CER on Validation Set: 6.98%




Transcription-Enriched “Spatialized ” PDF Files

du xiiie desd mois & an a le. de Charles Martin
desfr apres qu led dr a ft demande aux desfr
de la somme de vingt une livres ts a chacun
a payer de wrente livres ts pour le louage de la
maison appt au nomme St. George suivant le
transport ft par led dr aud desfr de louage
d'Icelle maison Ensemble de Reparer la Closture
des pieux a la Reserve de vingt ung pieux dune part
et den a donné autre part ld desfr est dem

daccord ordonne que led desfendr payera
Donc lad somme de vingt une livres ts

& ce dans quinzaine dhuy a faulte fera fr lad closture
Dans Le premier temps commode a la defense

I.esd et aux desps

Dessailly

DeMonchy
Greffier

dud Jour et an que

Entre charles LeMoyne dr aux fins

de son expl du xiiie du pn mois & an
a le de pierre Raguedeau desfendeur

apres qu led Dr a ft damande aud desfendeur

de la somme de Cent dix livres ts
tant pour marchandises fournyes par led
dr aud desfend, quargent deub a lesglise

de ce lieu dugl le dr est dispensable
& que led desfr a ft demande de Conte



What is the Text Encoding Initiative
(TEI)?

" XML-TEI provides a framework to
represent everything we deem important
about a text and not uniquely its
appearance, so that software can process
different characteristics that have been
identified, thus generating new

visualizations and new perspectives.”

(Lou Burnard, Qu’est-ce que la Text Encoding

Initiative?, Marseille, OpenEdition Press, (n.d.) [en

ligne: J(généré le o4 novembre 2015), p. 10.



XML-TEI Mark-Up Language

Identifying and indexing of identified entities (surnames, place
names, ethnic names) and dates (numbered or text format);
Identification and resolution of abbreviations;

Identification of ambiguous passages and alternate proposals;
Identification of structural components of text (paragraphs, page
numbers, titles, signatures, etc.);

Identification of non-textual entities (tables, graphs,
Illustrations, etc.);

Identification of successive interventions regarding a document
(additions and deletion of passages, changes to cursive style);
Clarifications concerning material support and its state of
conservation;



Structural tags are used to
provide a summary of the

form.

Titles and subtitles
Paragraphs
Page numbers

Signatures

Legend

Drawings

Greeting or salutation
etc.

[ ] @ Transkribus v1.8.0 (19_.09_2019_14:16), Loaded doc: ANOM, F3, vol. 2, f. 318r-319r, ID: 14

=gF@0-G e

4 4

1

B e oM@

@ 3 Eﬂ — i
Server |Dverview | Layout [Metadata] Tools |
Document Structural] Textual | Cumment5|
Page type: ﬂ
Links: = Ge
Selected element type: TextRegion ﬂ
Structure Type
Type of selected: paragraph =)
Draw struct type | | Draw default colors = o~ Customize..
Structure type Color Shortout
paragraph
heading
caption
header
footer
page-number
drop-capital
credit
floating
signature-mark
ratehoweored
Layout
Type Structure Text D
¥ TextRegion region_...
Line 318 r1l1
¥ TextRegion header region_...
Line Du 13 octobre 1708 rilz
¥ TextRegion TextReg...
Line Parolles des sept r1l4
Line agniers a monsieur le chevalie... r1lg
| ine calliarae aauvernaur et lieutenant rl1|8




Identification and Description of
| Non-Textual Entities
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Textual
mark-ups are
used to take
Into account
the contents
and to
facilitate
tracking.

Easy-to-use, including:

- Copy-paste-click
- Tags and mark-ups can be personalized at all times

=SFO-Q 8 e Ol = M4 3 » M & B InProgress ] £ PRQ QR el DD B ¥
| Server | Overview | Layout [Metadata] Tools | @7
Document | Structural [Tex(ual] Comments | &
Tags of current Transcript = e
, A @ W - i . 3
~ & = 3 .
S0 Kkl = o = )
Tag Value  Text Properties @ & /1 w{ ,‘m
i 13 octo Du 13 octobre 1708 year: 1708 day: 1 fo x x
2 tyle Parolles Parolles des sept agniers a mons mn G WM;MM
3 organization agniers Parolles des sept agniers a mons ; 3
4 de monsieur le chevalier de calliere o2 o8 brulennariB? &MW&%‘
5 callieres le chevalier de callieres gouvern oo =
6 place nouvelle Roy en toute la nouvelle france . oo - ’ .
7 textStyle Je suis inouvelle france Je suis a plaindre fontSize: 0.0 kerr &r lll e
8 organization iroquois autres nations iroquoises font ce V' L'ﬂ e
9 organization Sonnon' vont chez les Sonnontouans et r
10 organization onneyol pasent pas les onneyoust elle ne - : v k; rad? L85 )
11 | corlard fait sans que corlard (cest le got g Text based Tagging
12 onnontit desclave du Cotse d‘onnontio et =]
13 | organization harassic Coste des anglois, harassion ne )
14 de callie monsieur le chevalier de calliere All Tags Show all Customize...
15 1 sauvages cy a costé 1er collier \fc I =
16 er sauvages cy a costé 1er collier \f 1 Tag specification Color  Shortcut
17 collier cy a costé 1er collier vous vous ft - %)
18 vous vo costé 1er collier vous vous plaig fontS 3
19 |organization agniers mes anfans les agniers de ce qu - )
20 organization iroquois autres villages iroguois ne vous
21 abbrev connois donnent aucune connoissce des -
22 [textStyle ce aucune connoissce des negocia fontSize: 0.0 kerr )
23 harassic apporté et que sy harassion quil - 3
24 harassic apporté et que sy harassion quil )
25 |place montrez paffé cet esté a montreal y a ma - %)
26 abbrev derere trouvates point lanné derere a I 3
27 |textStyle ere pom(’ lanné derere a montreal pc fc rr 11 318 place - 3
28 place montrez lanné derere a montreal pour rat sic 3
29 |place lac de rendre par le lac de champlain ¢ 2-1 Du w speech - %)
30 place champl: par le lac de champlain ce quy le 3-1 Parolles des sept supplied - )
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Textual Mark-Ups are Used to

Underscore the Writing Process and the
Historical Authenticity of Documents
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Le petit catéchisme de Québec
Akitami Auikhigan

St-Mark
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1-5 cela est amer

1-6 PSaglupagat

1-7 Je te trouve amer
1-8 nissaitauvo de ei
2-1 Amecon E_.‘hamegon

2-2 ma glii aen

The database consists of various corpora ensuring cross reference

searches (ex. toponymy or terms derived from Aboriginal languages
in the glossaries).
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66706 Amérique septentrionale par N. Sa... 1 maxime_gohi
65331 0001_00736003 1 maxime_gohi
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assez de place

Monseigneur Le Comte de Frontenac, Conseiller du Roy en sps Conseils Gouverneur et Lieutenant general pour sa Maiesté en Canada, Acadie,
Isle de Terreneuve et autres pays de La

France septentrionale

Monseigneur

Cest avec bien de la ioye que iay le bonheur auiourd'huy de vous presenter cette Carte qui vous fait connoitre la scituation des rivieres et des
Lacs sur lesquels on navigue au travers du Canada ou Amerique septentrionale qui a

plus de 1200 lieus de LEst a LOuest, Cette grande riviere qui porte le nom de Riviere Colbert pour avoir esté decouverte ces dernieres annes

1673 et 1674 par les premiers ordres que vous me donnates entrant dans votre gouvernement
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Old maps contain a great deal of text in which the search function

is not normally available.




Collective Construction

A collective decoding operation

Open data format
— Possibility of correcting and improving transcription
— Use of mark-ups is potentially infinite

— The open nature of TEI-Consortium (possibility of adding
tags depending on the research interests)

Transkribus and READ-Coop

— Open software

— Cooperative model: funding and cost of use
— From training to technology

The more researchers continue to participate, the
greater will be the utility of the database.



The BAnQ Corpus
Falls within scope of this Project

e Decrees issued by the Intendant of New-France
(approximately 11,000 pages have already been
scanned)

e Notary records (digital processing of these records
is underway by Professor Dominique Deslandres)

e Geographical maps from New-France



Benefits for BAnQ

e BANnQ s active in a project that uses the most up-to-
date tools of artificial intelligence

e BANQ then receives textual retranscriptions
produced by handwritten language recognition and
can use these texts within its search engines (BAnQ
numériqgue and Advitam)



Questions Arising During Project

What are the rules to manage and share retranscriptions
between researchers and partners?

What is an acceptable level of error in light of re-
dissemination in the BAnQ search engines (BAnQ,
numérique and Advitam)?

What corpora should have priority?

What form will be used for a potential central repository
for these retranscriptions using the sharing and
dissemination tool specific to each partner institution?
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