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Definitions, conditions and 
clarity matter

"Picture Kit - Situational English for Newcomers to Australia, Department of Education & Science, circa 1970" is licensed under CC BY 4.0
Museums Victoria 

https://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/261662


https://opendefinition.org





“We’re not -trying - to be unhelpful 
about copyright. ” - Nancy Sims

"Box, money collecting" is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-
SA 4.0

https://simsjd.com/discussion/were-not-trying-to-be-unhelpful-about-copyright/
http://www.reading.ac.uk/adlib/Details/collect/5576
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Many GLAM concerns; 

● Funding and resources
● Backlogs
● Digit izat ion
● Core functions 

(descript ion, acquisit ion,  
preservation, access, etc.)

● Serving users
● And many more … 

Communicating 
copyright and  how, 
when, and whether or 
not to use Open 
Licensing are  just one 
of many concerns that 
GLAMs have to 
contend with. 





Benefits of Open GLAM 
Goodwill and recognition for users and new audiences
● Relevance to GLAMs missions and connecting with 

broader audiences
● Increased efficiencies around 
● Integration with external tools (e.g. Wikimedia 

Commons)
● Connection with other “Opens” (Open Educational 

Resources, Open Access scholarship
● Supporting Remix and Reuse culture (e.g. gifitup.net)



Creative Commons PD tools
Public Domain Mark: to be used with veryold 
works that  are believed to be in the worldwide public 
domain. 

Zero waiver: to release all types of copyrights 
(including related rights to reproductions) 
everywhere. 



More importantly so: this is a policy posit ion.

https://creativecommons.org/2019/11/20/reproductions-of-public-domain-works/




1. Be CLEAR.
2. Be CONSISTENT.
3. Be STANDARD.

Douglas McCarthy by Ter Burg, CC By 4.0. Presentation by Doug “Let’s be clear: communicating open access”.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ter-burg/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15yo8bYv4ECdgy1yb-HFAAHmZS2y2066rPWBtQpj0Kk4/edit#slide=id.g43e7e0d630_0_353


Open GLAM survey
bit.ly/OpenGLAMsurvey

"Survey Point 3" by Zoppola is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://t.co/WwSbZgelto?amp=1
https://www.flickr.com/photos/7308196@N08/416186194
https://www.flickr.com/photos/7308196@N08
https://www.flickr.com/photos/7308196@N08
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


What is the role of the 
“open” in GLAM?

"Terracotta group of women seated around a well head " is licensed under CC0 1.0, MET Museum

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/257999


celebrate & support
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changing every 
two weeks!



Visit: http:/ /medium.com/open-glam

http://medium.com/open-glam


Visit: https:/ /cert ificates.creat ivecommons.org/

https://certificates.creativecommons.org/


Declaration on Open 
Access for Cultural 

Heritage

Vagones y trenes llegando al campamento. The Illustrated London News. Londres : The Illustrated London News, 1842- volúmenes, 
número 2639, (16 noviembre 1889), página 623, by Memoria Chilena.

    

http://www.memoriachilena.gob.cl/602/w3-article-73542.html


Screenshot of the http:/openglam.org/Principles as drafted in 2013.

https://web.archive.org/web/20190706030603/https:/openglam.org/principles/


New focus areas

● Better workable definitions on what open access 
means for cultural heritage institutions ; 

● issues concerning tradit ional knowledge, ethical, 
privacy concerns;

● decolonizat ion & indigenizat ion;
● relat ionship with human rights & inst itut ional 

missions;
● accessability.



Process

● Research paper released in October 2020
● Public consultat ion period
● Declaration released and call for endorsements



Get in touch!
http://openglam.org
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