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Iconographic sources to understand and tell the history of cities
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The self-critical examination

o Does BAnQ implement best practices in terms of discoverability and
access to collections?

- What technological innovations offer opportunities for improvement
and development?



The pitfalls of researching urban iconographic sources

(o]

The lack of uniformity in the choice of terms to describe a place.

(o]

The lack of precision of the available terms.

(o]

Name changes, including street name changes.

(o]

Administrative boundary shifts.
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Filter the results with the “place represented” index

Includes more circumscribed geographical entities, such as the name of a
park, a district, a square, a street, etc.

Lieu représenté 17 1z -

[0 Rue Notre-Dame (Montréal, Québec) (322)

J Rue Sainte-Catherine (Montreal,
Québec) (315)

[ Sainte-Hélene, ile (Montréal, Québec) (313)

[J Rue Sainte-Catherine Ouest (Montréal,
Quebec) (308)

[J Rue Sherbrooke (Montréal, Québec) (289)

[J Place d'Armes (Montréal, Québec) (255)




Titre Montreal. Sherbrooke Street (west)

Publication

Description 1 carte postale

Sujets

Mots clés

Geographical entities that are better defined, but which sometimes remain
vast: Sherbrooke Street, for example, is more than 30 km long...



Emblematic places vs unknown places, often more difficult to locate via a
classic catalog

Basilique Notre-Dame sur la rue Notre-Dame
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Théatre et cinéma Parisiana sur la rue Sainte-Catherine, 1908



Geolocalisation

o Origins at the time of ancient Greece
o The dazzling developments of the last 20 years



Work hypothesis

To make the search for urban iconographic sources more efficient,
geolocation is a promising avenue, offering a useful and intuitive
access key to all types of researchers.



The good news

Recent modification to MARC 21 cataloging standards:
it is now possible to save geographic coordinates for any type of
resource.



The main problem

The virtual absence of detailed geographic metadata
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L’Arpenteur / Bibliotheque nationale de France
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OldNYC
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OldNYC / New York Public Library
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Chronoscope

CHRONOSCOPE * PHOTOS
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SCHEMA Plattorm

Made available to BAnQ by the Montreal History and
Heritage Laboratory

SCHEMA




Edouard-Zotique Massicotte (1867-1947)

Historian
Archivist
Librarian
Collector
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The collection

Contains over 6000 Montreal images
Listed by street names

Collection sold to the Saint-Sulpice Library in 1915 for $100, for fear of
losing it in a fire

Now kept at the National Archives in Montreal




The collection

Newspaper clippings, extracts from books or brochures, postcards,
photographs taken by Massicotte
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The oldest images: many engraved drawings taken notably
from the Canadian Illustrated News




First photographs dated to the 1870s
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E.-Z. Massicotte, his assistant and ... the pair of scissors




Image cropped and annotated by E.-Z. Massicotte or his assistant

The annotations

Provenance

The address
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Geolocation interface for images from the Massicotte collection
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Geolocation interface for images from the Massicotte collection

FR « A Se connecter
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Les environs de
I’'Hotel de ville




Localisation de bibliotheques a Montréal avant 1915 | ,




Loocation of
theaters in
Montreal before

1915




Map search interface: home screen

Montréal d'un autre siécle: cartographie des images des albums de rues E.-.Z.
Massicotte
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https://numerique.banq.qc.ca/p/cartographie_massicotte.html

Cartographic search interface: spatial filters
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Autres images




House where Massicotte was born in 1867 at the corner of Saint-Antoine and

Cathedrale streets
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Shop of the father of Edouard-Zotique
Massicotte, shoe merchant on rue
Notre-Dame

EDOUARD MASSICOTTE

MARCHAND DR

CHAUSSURES

883, Rue St J-,--mlah,
| NTE.CUNEGONDE
E. MASSICOTTE tient toujours en mains
' un assortiment des plus complets de Chaus-

| sures de premiore gualité pour hommes,
[ fernmes ot enfants, & des prix modérés,
| o ] Wt . -




New shot possibilities (from skyscrapers, grain elevators). Views that reflect the
modernity of the city, the height of the buildings, the air pollution.
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Boulevard Saint-Laurent in 1909 does
not go to the port

2022 1909




Conventual ensemble of the Sisters of the Cqg
photographed by Massicotte in 1911 before i




AVIS ORIGINAL EN PLEIN
- BOULEVARD ST-LAURENT

Le moyen employé par un encadreur pour décou-
vrir le propriétaire du terrain sur lequel est
bitie son échoppe, et payer son loyer. --- Vaines
recherches depuis 3 ans.

Small frame workshop on
boul. St-Laurent
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ae fire of 1852







Orphanage Saint-Alexis, rue Saint-Denis at the corner of rue de Montigny
(Maisonneuve)
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- Sohmer park




Dominion park
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Place N ||
Ville-Marie;f; -
in 2022
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niversity




W e e
atherine Street (West)



Le Monde illustré. Photo J.-N. Laprés
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Montrealers are taking
the city by storm

Parade of workers on

Labor Day, September
1903




Montrealers are taking
the city by storm

In 1912, thousands of
Chinese celebrate the
establishment of a republic
in China by Sun-Yat-Sen




A few words 1n conclusion
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