
Open Access at Canadian Science 
Publishing (CSP)



CSP History
• Origins with National Research 

Council in 1929
• Canadian Journal of Research

• Canadian Science Publishing 
since 2010

• Independent 
• Not-for-profit

• Publish 22 science & 
engineering journals

• Support research communities
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CSP Future
• The future is open
• Transitioning hybrid journals to OA
• Partnerships and Transformative 

Agreements
• Creating the infrastructure to 

support the transition to OA
• Author choice for OA
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Open Access at CSP
• Open Access journals
• Hybrid journals

• Green
• Gold
• Transformative journals

• Transformative agreements





Transformative agreement partners

• Philosophical alignment
• Readiness for OA

• Co-develop models w/ data-driven approach
• Pilots: Experiment, learn, adapt
• Monitoring, reporting, transparency

• Practical considerations
• Model & pricing structure
• Publishing output vs subscription spend

• Certain institutions or regions
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Transformative agreement partners
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CSP & University of California
• Read & publish agreement

• Enables OA publishing by default
• Read portion includes all subscription content

• Multipayer model
• Cost-sharing approach removes barriers to authors who wish to 

publish open access in CSP journals



Preparing for an open future
• Transformative journal status for 12 hybrid journals

• Enables another compliance route
• Helps CSP to transition journals to OA

• Fair pricing policy

• Augmenting CSP’s infrastructure
• New roles, workflows, and systems to improve author and 

librarian experience

• Innovate & experiment
• Grow our journals & launch new ones
• New partnerships, explore and pilot OA business models
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Can we advance OA in Canada?
• Unite stakeholders to advocate for OS & OA in Canada

• Keep pace in the global move to OA

• Funding to support the transition
• Library budgets tight
• Funder budgets static
• Small publisher costs are increasing; risks
• Can external support help to accelerate the transition?

• Partnerships will be key to a sustainable open future
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Thank you!
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