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The Open Scholarship Policy Observatory
ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca

● Launched in 2017
● An online hub for resources about open scholarship policy
● An initiative of the INKE Partnership policy cluster, led by Tanja 

Niemann (Érudit) and Lynne Siemens (UVic)
● Editorial team: Caroline Winter, Alyssa Arbuckle, Ray Siemens
● See Milligan et al., “The Initial Impact of the Open Scholarship Policy 

Observatory” (2019)

https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/
https://inke.ca/
https://doi.org/10.5334/kula.43
https://doi.org/10.5334/kula.43


The Open Scholarship Policy Observatory
ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca

Three types of content: 
● Observations: Analysis of policy and policy changes, in English and 

French
● Responses: Critical responses to policy issues from INKE Partnership 

members
● Policies: Collections and clusters of related policies

https://ospolicyobservatory.uvic.ca/
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Building Community
● The intended audience for the Policy Observatory includes

○ The INKE Partnership’s partners and members
○ The extended open scholarship community
○ The public

● Topics emerge from the community
● Community members contribute by offering feedback on 

observations and writing responses



Source: Site Stats by Jetpack, retrieved 9 Sept. 2022



Source: Site Stats by Jetpack, retrieved Sept. 12, 2022

Common Search Topics

● Tri-Agency data 
management policies

● Review, tenure, and 
promotion guidelines

● Canada’s Fundamental 
Science Review

● The G7 expert group on 
open science

● Canada’s Roadmap for 
Open Science



The Open Scholarship Policy Landscape
en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Open_Scholarship_Press_Collections:_Policy

● Librarians, info professionals, and LIS play crucial roles
● The scholarly communications landscape is heterogeneous
● Tensions exist, but diversity is a strength as well as a challenge
● Open scholarship is fundamentally social and collaborative

http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Open_Scholarship_Press_Collections:_Policy


The Path Ahead
● Policy is a key factor in advancing open scholarship, but 

implementation requires resources
● Infrastructure is emerging as a key issue: physical, technological, 

human
● The Open Scholarship Policy Observatory is a hub for information 

and an intellectual space



Thanks
Thanks to Alyssa Arbuckle, Ray Siemens, Tanja Niemann 

and Lynne Siemens
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