
biblio.uOttawa.ca

Making Secondary Data Collections Discoverable in the 

uOttawa Scholar's Portal Dataverse

René Duplain

Chantal Ripp

Felicity Tayler



Who are we

René Duplain

Research Librarian (GIS)

Rene.Duplain@uottawa.ca

Chantal Ripp

Research Librarian (Data)

chantal.ripp@uottawa.ca

Felicity Tayler
Interim Head, Research 

Services (Arts & Special 

Collections)

Felicity.Tayler@uottawa.ca

mailto:Rene.Duplain@uottawa.ca
mailto:chantal.ripp@uottaw.ca
mailto:Felicity.Tayler@uottawa.ca


Overview

Background

Proof of concept

Lessons learned

Looking forward





• Publicly accessible

• Secure

• Multi-disciplinary

• Multi-lingual repository

• Institutional dataverses



Objective

• A collection of datasets hosted 

on internal webserver

• Made available through various

distribution channels

• Opportunity to broaden discovery

and use

One-time 
purchases

Locally 
managed

Not available 
through other 

platforms



Exploration of sample of institutions



Key highlights

41
participating 
institutions 

in SP 
dataverse

9
are 

distributing 
secondary 

data

> 870 
studies for 
secondary 
datasets

Open vs 
restricted 

access 
models



Proof of concept

• Sandbox

• Deposit a variety of 

newly acquired datasets

• Different access

conditions

• Explore use of 

dataverses in hierarchical 

structure



City of Ottawa’s traffic collisions dataset 
(2004-2018)



Data files 



Example of a data file (“2018 dataset.xls”)



Some ambiguity in selected metadata fields

What to use here?

Geospatial metadata in Notes section?



Geospatial metadata



Terms of use

Link to our custom 

Data Release Agreement?



Lessons learned

• De-mystified platform, required metadata fields, and inputs for 

common fields across datasets (e.g. Contact)

• Need to go with preferential language of choice (challenge in 

bilingual metadata discovery)

• Limited geospatial metadata 

• Overall, Dataverse seems a suitable option for our needs



Future direction

• Data Inventory – datasets within scope of interest

• Continue investigating other discovery services for 

geospatial datasets (e.g. Scholar’s Portal Geoportal)

• Explore integration with other library discovery services 

(OMNI)

• Refine deposit/curation practices



biblio.uOttawa.ca

QUESTIONS


