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1. The digital sedimentary layers at Ingenium

2. Trends over time

3. Skeletons and what we could have done better

4. When the dust settles on Ingenium’s Digital Archives



Poll: is there anyone here with a background 
in geology, archeology, or paleontology?
Survey answers:

a) Geology

b) Archeology

c) Paleontology

d) No background



Disclaimer: I have no background in 
geology, paleontology, or archeology.  
Any knowledge has been absorbed 
through pop culture. 
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1. The digital sedimentary layers 
at Ingenium

1997 CASM Image Bank

2000 CN Images of Canada Gallery

2018 Digital Archives

2006 Picturing the Past

Google Arts and Culture exhibits: Cycling (2015), 
Canada’s Jet-Age Dream: Avro Arrow (2016), Art and 
Science: CEF (2017) and VMC In Search of the Canadian 
Car (2011)

Exhibits: Ken Molson: Building a Collection 
(2004), Brushstrokes and Wingtips (2006), 
Canadian Aviation through Time (2007)

Exhibit: High Flyers: Canadian Women in 
Aviation (1996)
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Digital Archives:

• Unmediated access

• More available
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CASM Image Bank





Poll questions:

Did your institution receive funding through these programs?

1) Canadian Culture Online Programme – Canadian Memory Fund

2) Canadian Culture Online Programme – Virtual Museum of Canada

3) Industry Canada SchoolNet Digital Collections 

If so, are the sites they funded still online?

1) Yes

2) No
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2. The digital sedimentary layers at Ingenium: what trends did we find 
in the dirt? 

• Sites still alive, but fixed in time

• Why did each get stuck? 
• Project-based to ongoing program

• What’s next? 

• Technological obsolescence

• Collection access tools vs mediated access?  1.5/3 

• Metadata profile adapted to each collection and each digitization project

• Digitization projects can add or modify collections metadata, layers on
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3. The digital sedimentary layers at Ingenium: what skeletons did we 
find in the dirt? 

• No rights statements, sometimes creators are identified

• What are we describing? Photograph or subject of photograph?

• Metadata not mapped to descriptive standards
• Language of metadata – according to standard

• Indigenous content made available 
• To represent the diversity of the country à la CCOP?

• Internet access as equal access
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Revised CN 
Gallery 
catalogue record 
for Indigenous 
content 
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4. Digital Archives in the dirt:

• Did not escape a universalist 
point of view at first – internet 
access as equal access
• take down Indigenous content or 

leave up?

“Indigenous content – Some 
collections previously published in 
Digital Archives may have 
Indigenous content….Our current 
practice is to consult and seek 
consent of Indigenous 
communities, where identifiable, 
prior to publishing or republishing 
images with Indigenous content.”



Digital sediment: 
migration of digitized collections to a central access portal at Ingenium

4. Digital Archives in the dirt:

• Did not escape a universalist point of view at first – internet access as equal 
access
• take down Indigenous content or leave up?

• Unmediated access 
• Participatory cataloguing/shared authority

• Rights research 
• Descriptions to RAD standards – but what are we describing?  
• New content appearing regularly
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Digital Archives in the dirt:

• New content appearing regularly

• Stuck in time?  

• Curated content eventually?
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What do we do to preserve our fossils?

-IT – Jurassic Park-level efforts to keep them alive

-Archives – preservation project (WARC files, screen recordings, 
gathering contextual information on their development)
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Thank you for digging with me!

Illustration credits:

CSTM Library, Rare Books
Marvels of Geology and Physical Geography, 1890.

British Library, Flickr
Text-Book of Geology, 1882; An Introduction to Geology…, 1812; 
The Wonders of Geology…, 1839; Elements of Geology…., 1878
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