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Where is UTSC?
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A multicultural and multilingual community.

75% of Scarborough’s population is made up of 
first or second generation immigrants.

45% speak a language other than English at 
home and 55% do not speak English as their 
first language. 

Scarborough population in 2016: 631,890

Source: City of Toronto Community Council Area Profiles

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/data-research-maps/neighbourhoods-communities/community-council-area-profiles/


The eastern suburban campus of the University of Toronto 
Enrollment 2019/20 = 13, 829
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https://digital.utsc.utoronto.ca

https://digital.utsc.utoronto.ca
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“Canada — specifically, the area around the GTA 
and eastern Toronto — is home to one of the 

largest Tamil communities outside of the Indian 
sub-continent.” 

“UTSC Tamil Chair campaign surpasses $2 million milestone,” University of Toronto Scarborough, last modified 13 
January 2021, https://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/alumni/utsc-tamil-chair-campaign-surpasses-2-million-milestone. 

https://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/alumni/utsc-tamil-chair-campaign-surpasses-2-million-milestone
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Sri Lanken Tamil Diaspora

Canada
UK
India
Europe
Australia
Malaysia

“Sri Lankin Tamil Diaspora - Worldwide.” Sri Lankan Tamil Diaspora. Last modified 11 September 
2021. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lankan_Tamil_diaspora

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Lankan_Tamil_diaspora
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Relevance of the 
digital in diasporic 

access to resources

Tamil Chair and 
other community 

investments 

Library commitment 
to supporting and 
representing local 

communities

Anchor institution 
for eastern GTA*

*“Inclusive Excellence in Action: 2019 Community Partnerships & Engagement Report,” 
University of Toronto Scarborough. 

https://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/partnerships/sites/utsc.utoronto.ca.partnerships/files/docs/Community_Partnerships_Engagement_2019_FINAL-compressed.pdf


What are we doing?



https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/e
n/partners

● Local Academic 
Institutions & 
departments.

● Tamil computing 
community (Tamil 
Wikipedia and Mozilla 
groups)

● Community 
organizations like the 
Kaniyam and 
Noolaham foundation

https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/en/partners


https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/
en/node/25

Evolving group of 
contributors to the projects 
of the Digital Tamil Studies. 

https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/en/node/25


https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/e
n/islandora/object/tamil:collection

● Tamil Collections 
including born-digital 
and digital surrogates.

● Collection of academic 
and public interest.

● Collection of the 
project outputs. 

● Bilingual data and 
interfaces for the 
collections.

https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/en/islandora/object/tamil:collection


● Metadata 
Dictionary

● Notes and 
Presentations

● Open collection 
of outputs 
(recordings 
from events, 
etc.)

https://drive.google.co
m/drive/folders/11rNVp
Q5OlwhnTw8iksU9a10b
GbIOakhM

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11rNVpQ5OlwhnTw8iksU9a10bGbIOakhM
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● Expanding the audience for 
the collections

● Multilingual 
MODS/MARC/RAD records

● Transliteration conventions
● Multilingual UI & Metadata

○ Extending open source 
platforms

○ Digital Collections software -
Islandora

○ Digital Archive software -
AtoM (Archivist Tanis Franco)

Major Metadata Work
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● 650 subvolumes (1100 works - 210,000 pages) of 
seminal Tamil works of the 20th century

● One of few data collections in different formats 
(PDF, Text, and eBook formats)
○ Having text formats essential for things like 

screen readers and accessibility. 
○ OCR is still not great. 

● Partnering with the Kaniyam Foundation
○ Resources from the University of Toronto 

dramatically increased the speed of accessibility 
to the work. 

○ Publisher has since passed away, so if we hadn’t 
gotten the work now, we wouldn’t have gotten 
these formats.

Nationalized Tamil Books Collection
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Supporting the development of Tamil open language data sets 
(Mozilla Common Voice)

● Social media 
campaign and 
community outreach 
by partners

● 8x increase in 
contributions over the 
course of the 
initiative.

● Substantial increase 
in the diversity of 
voices.

https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/en/tamil-common-voice

https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/en/tamil-common-voice


https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/islandora/o
bject/tamil:sjvc

● Widening access to the 
archival arm of the 
project.

● Archivist collaborated 
with cataloguer for 
bilingual, open finding 
aids in Tamil/English.

● YCW funded a student 
who digitized a large 
section of the archive 
for inclusion in the 
digital collections.

https://tamil.digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/islandora/object/tamil:sjvc


https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/UTSC_Library_DSU

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/UTSC_Library_DSU
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Training the next generation

● “Emerging Professionals Program”
○ Tamil work-study students working on 

metadata enrichment for Tamil 
language collections

○ Engaging emerging professionals in 
the practice of community-focused 
description.

● Tamil Storytelling Fellowship
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Critical Metadata Practices

● A resource to support 
decolonial, anti-racist and 
liberatory metadata practices

● Three components:
(1) a Zotero reading list,
(2) an annotated bibliography 

on description
(3) a ‘Metadata Induction 

Guide’ Screenshot of the Critical Metadata Practices
research page from the DSU website.

https://digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/portfolio/critical-metadata-practices
https://digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/portfolio/critical-metadata-practices
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Metadata Induction Guide

● Targeted toward new 
cataloguers

● Provides background and 
training on metadata and 
critical description practices

● Adapts Archives 4 Black 
Lives in Philadelphia’s Anti-
Racist Description 
Resources

Cropped screenshot of the Metadata Induction
Guide (a Google Doc), focusing on the document
outline.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ld3cJ_5nCYBaLdy1dlSFGKfNfR4mFUqO87MXXTmsmVM/edit#heading=h.oh48i0ltowmw


Challenges
● Technicalities of producing 

multilingual metadata. 

● Consistent resourcing of staff with 
language/cultural expertise 
(funding!)

● Institutional Challenges
○ Building partnerships with 

institutions that are less known 
or legible to the parent 
institution.

● Ethical/copyright issues surrounding 
access & collections.
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Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 

International License.

This presentation was created by:

Kirsta Stapelfeldt, Head, Digital Scholarship Unit (DSU)

Natkeeran Ledchumkanthan, Software Developer, DSU

Sonia Dhaliwal, Data & Digital Collections Librarian, DSU

Erin Liu, Assistant Archivist, Archives & Special Collections Centre, 
University of the Arts London

The University of Toronto Scarborough Library's 
Digital Scholarship Unit provides UTSC-specific 

support for things like data, scholarly 
communications, and the digital humanities. 
Contact your liaison librarian to learn more.

Attribution
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The projects described in this presentation have benefitted 
from the financial support of the Young Canada Works 

program and the Brenda Beck Tamil Digital Fund.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://digital.utsc.utoronto.ca/
https://utsc.library.utoronto.ca/librarians
https://young-canada-works.canada.ca/
https://utsc.utoronto.ca/news-events/faculty-and-staff/u-t-anthropologist-donates-gift-tamil-studies-u-t-scarborough
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