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CONTEXT & BACKGROUND



SURVEY

Which of the following best describes your institution?

13

1Educational

Government

1980 1990 2000 2010

When did you first acquire digital records

10% 24% 41% 17%



DIGITAL ACQUISITIONS AS…
 intentional or unintentional

 real or not real



DIGITAL ACQUISITIONS AS…
 (probable) copies of print 

materials



DIGITAL ACQUISITIONS AS…
 relatively small

 not critical



DIGITAL PROCESSES AS…
 something that doesn’t interest 

donors



INFORMED 

CONSENT

 Assessment of understanding

 Adequate explanation

 Plain language

 Time to review before proceeding/withdrawing

 Disclose:

 Purpose of interventions

 Risks and benefits

 What information will be collected

 Who will have access



CURRENT STATE

Source: https://umanitoba.ca/libraries/help-and-services/digital-preservation/preservation-practices



A DIGITAL 

LITERACY 

INFORMED 

APPROACH

Moving away from physical disk images

Selective directory review

Limited digital forensics

Deletion of disk images/working copies, as 

applicable



CONCLUSION



QUESTIONS?
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