
Exp a n d in g a cce ss  t o  In d ige n ou s  
p u b lica t ion s  t h rou gh  COPPUL
CRKN Virtua l Confe rence , October 4, 2022

Ka t h ryn  Ru d d ock , University of Ca lgary
Re b e cca  Dickson , Council of Pra irie  and  Pacific University Libra ries



Introductions & land acknowledgement

Images from Native-Land.ca, September 2022



Outline

● Origins and  purpose  of COPPUL’s Ind igenous Historica l Pub lica tions 
Working Group  (IHPWG)

● Curren t focus a reas
● Next steps



Summer 2020 Digitization Outreach: 
Conversations with our member libraries



Member priorities for digitization, Summer 2020

● Newspapers (h istorica l and  contem porary)
● Archiva l /  un ique  m ate ria ls
● Materia ls re la ted  to  loca l a rea
● Materia ls re la ted  to  Ind igenous Knowledge
● Audio-visua l m ate ria ls for access and  prese rva tion
● Institu tiona l re search  ou tpu ts
● Materia ls to  support im m edia te  teach ing & lea rn ing needs



Member priorities for digitization, Summer 2020

● Ne w sp a p e r s  (h is t o r ica l a n d  con t e m p ora ry)
● Arch iva l /  u n iq u e  m a t e r ia ls
● Ma t e r ia ls  r e la t e d  t o  loca l a r e a
● Ma t e r ia ls  r e la t e d  t o  In d ige n ou s  Kn ow le d ge
● Audio-visua l m ate ria ls for access and  prese rva tion
● Institu tiona l re search  ou tpu ts
● Materia ls to  support im m edia te  teach ing & lea rn ing needs



“Even detailed workflows all start with finding or 
getting content. The workflows suggest a process 
that begins with the  notion of discovery that replays 
a colonial collecting paradigm, where  content is 
imagined as unhinged from people  and cultures 
and free  for the  taking.”

(Christen, 2018, p. 405)

Addressing the settler gaze in digital stewardship



Indigenous Historical Publications WG

● Gu id in g p r in cip le : enab le  collabora tion  be tween  COPPUL 
m em bers and  com m unitie s in  orde r to  build rela tionships, not to  
acquire collections

● Miss ion : Guide  e fforts to  im prove  com m unity-cen tred  d iscovery 
of, access to , and  prese rva tion  of publica tions by and  about 
Ind igenous com m unitie s on  whose  lands COPPUL m em bers live  
and  work



IHPWG Membership

Kayla  Lar-Son , Unive rsity of British  Colum bia  (Co-Chair)
Kathryn  Ruddock, Unive rsity of Calgary (Co-Chair)
Tina  Bebbington , Unive rsity of Victoria
Pau la  Daigle , First Nations Unive rsity
Lyle  Ford , Unive rsity of Manitoba
Jenna  Walsh , Sim on Frase r Unive rsity
COPPUL Shared  Prin t Arch ive  Ne twork (SPAN) Coord ina tor
Rebecca  Dickson , COPPUL Digita l Stewardsh ip  Ne twork (CDSN) Coord ina tor
Deborah  Lee , COPPUL Ind igenous Knowledge  Coord ina tor



IHPWG Membership

● In te rd iscip linary expertise  includes:

○ Ind igenous collections and  com m unity engagem ent

○ Ind igenous cu ltu ra l and  in te llectua l p roperty righ ts

○ Prin t and /or d igita l collections m anagem ent

○ Digitiza tion  p roject p lann ing

● Minim um  2 Ind igenous m em bers, pe r Term s of Refe rence



Focus Areas

1. GRANTS: Iden tify appropria te  gran ts and/or funding m ethods 

2. DIGITIZATION: Estab lish  d igitiza tion , p rese rva tion  and  access stra tegies 

3. SURVEY: Crea te  a  survey to  iden tify barrie rs to  Ind igenous newspaper 
d igitiza tion  ta rge ted  to  collection  owners

4. OUTREACH: Estab lish  princip les for ou treach  and  com m unity collabora tion  

5. CONTENT SCOPE: Iden tify conten t scope  of Ind igenous Canadian  newspapers

6. ALLIED ORGS: Collabora te  with  a llied  organiza tions working on  sim ila r goa ls



Highlight 1: Survey on Barriers to Preserving and 
Digitization Indigenous Heritage  Publications

1. Survey issued  Novem ber 2021 - August 2022
2. 18/23 COPPUL fu ll m em bers re sponded
3. Questions re la ted  to  capab ility and  barrie rs to : 

a . Digitiza tion
b . Metada ta
c. Funding
d . Com m unity Engagem ent
e . Digita l Prese rva tion
f. Capacity

4. Resu lts ana lysis in  p rogress



Is there politica l will?

Teaser Highlights

Is there interest in digitizing Indigenous 
publica tions?



Are you comfortable with 
Indigenous protocols for 

sha ring? 

Teaser Highlights

Are you comfortable describing 
Indigenous ma teria ls?

Do you have sta ff capacity?



Highlight 2: Training and Outreach

1. Perspectives on  Ind igenous Historica l Pub lica tions Digitiza tion  Pane l 
Presen ta tion , February 2022

a . 4 pane lists with  p roject experience  in  th is a rea
b . 76 a ttendees from  across Canada

2. Mukurtu  tra in ing session  in  deve lopm ent for October/Novem ber 2022
a . Understand  the  un ique  benefits of Mukurtu  as a  CMS
b. Understand  how som e  Mukurtu  fea tu res can  be  app lied  to  o the r CMS 

p la tform s



Highlight 3: Indigenous Historical Publications 
Datase t
● A com prehensive  da tase t of Ind igenous com m unity- or organ iza tion-

crea ted  pub lica tions for the  purpose  of tracking these  title s, what has 
been  d igitized , and  con ten t holde rs.

● Title s a re  p rim arily pub lished  in  Weste rn  Canada , bu t the  scope  does 
include  som e  othe r Canadian  a reas, and  cross-borde r pub lica tions.

● Most title s a re  p rin t, som e  hybrid , have  not fu lly included  born  d igita l ye t.



Search Strategy

● Over 20 sources searched  to  iden tify title s of poten tia l 
in te rest

○ Includes LAC checklist, Worldca t, institu tion  published  
lists

● Docum enting search  stra tegies and  sources for rep lica tion  
and  re finem ent

● Uncata logued  item s a re  a  gap



753 titles



What’s Next?

● Continue  to  d issem ina te  in itia l ou tpu ts
● Open for collabora tion  on  m oving th is work a long na tiona lly
● Exploring opportun itie s to  support institu tions working on  Ind igenous 

pub lica tion  d igitiza tion
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