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Land acknowledgement



Overview

• Introducing Library and Archives Canada 
(LAC)

• Background: Canadian Servicewomen and 
the Photographs

• Index

• Share & Collaborate

• Online Content Products

• Conclusion Army Numerical 24094 “C.W.A.C. Baseball Champion,” 
September 19, 1943, Savage.



Introducing Library and Archives Canada (LAC)

• Mandate: Acquire, 
preserve, and make 
accessible Canada’s 
documentary heritage 

• Collections
• Public access

Army Numerical photo 13837 “Personnel of the Canadian Women's Army 
Corps (C.W.A.C.) taking part in a firefighting exercise, London, England,” 28 

February 1943 (Royal).



Background: Servicewomen during the
Second World War

• Canadian Women’s Army Corps 
(CWAC)

• Women’s Royal Canadian Naval 
Service (WRCNS), aka the “Wrens”

• Royal Canadian Air Force, Women’s 
Division (RCAF-WD)

• Military nurses
Unidentified members of the Women’s Royal Canadian Naval 

Service (WRCNS), the Canadian Women’s Army Corps (CWAC)
and the Royal Canadian Air Force Women’s Division (WD) on 

Parliament Hill, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, July 1943, a208583-v6 



Background: the Photographs
DND fonds

(RG24/R112)

Canadian Forces Joint Imagery 
Centre (CFJIC) (series)

Includes accession 1967-052

Canadian 
Army

(sub-series)

Z prefix (sub-
sub-series)

Z-2688-32 “Personnel of the Canadian Women's 
Army Corps at No. 3 CWAC (Basic) Training 

Centre,” Kitchener, Ontario,  April 6, 1944. (item)

Royal 
Canadian 

Navy
(sub-series)

Royal 
Canadian Air 

Force
(sub-series)



Indexing

• Project inspiration

• Preliminary results by sub-series:
• Canadian Army (approx. 171,000 photos) = 2%
• Royal Canadian Navy (approx. 223,000 photos) 

= 1%
• Royal Canadian Air Force (approx. 151,000 

photos) Work ongoing

• Methodology
• Who: Servicewomen and Military Nurses
• How: (a) caption lists (b) photos L-0130-1 “An unidentified private of the Canadian Women's Army Corps 

(C.W.A.C.) conducting tests during the Respiratory Disease Control 
Program, Camp Borden, Ontario, Canada,” ca. February-March 1944.



Method 1: Indexing from 
Caption Lists

Negative Number Caption Date

GM2816 S/Lt. Marion Smith, WRCNS, of Vancouver, B.C. 2-45

GM2817 S/Lt. Virginia Hess, WRCNS, of Hughton Sask. 2-45

GM2818 S/Lt. Ruth Warden, WRCNS, Windsor Ontario 2-45

GM2819 S/Lt. Margaret James, WRCNS, Oakville, Ontario 2-45



Method 2: Indexing from photos

Negative 
Number Album Caption Date Photographer

22681 Canadians in Sicily August 3, 1943 Dolan
22682 Canadians in Sicily August 3, 1943 Dolan
22807 Canadians in Sicily August 7, 1943 Royal
22808 Canadians in Sicily August 7, 1943 Royal
22809 Canadians in Sicily August 7, 1943 Royal
22810 Canadians in Sicily August 7, 1943 Royal
22811 Canadians in Sicily August 7, 1943 Royal
22812 Canadians in Sicily August 7, 1943 Royal
22813 Canadians in Sicily August 7, 1943 Royal
22852 Canadians in Sicily August 11, 1943 Smith
23122 Canadians in Sicily August 21, 1943 Rowe
23572 Canadians in Sicily August 26, 1943 Smith
23573 Canadians in Sicily August 26, 1943 Smith

R112 volume 42827 Album 62, page 14, showing Canadian 
nursing sisters and other medical staff in Sicily in August 1943.



Share & Collaborate

•Internal Wiki
•Lunch & Learn
•LAC Blog (Navy)
•Connection with 
external stakeholder 
group

2019

• Pause

2020
• LAC Blog (Army)
• Webinar Series
• Co-lab challenge
• Social media
• Media coverage

2021

•LAC Blog
•Webinar YouTube
•Co-lab challenge
•Social Media
•Live and virtual 
conference 
presentations

•Internal Wiki

2022
• Co-lab challenge
• LAC Blog (Air 

Force)

2023?



Online Content products



Co-Lab



Co-Lab



LAC Blog

https://thediscoverblog.com/

https://thediscoverblog.com/


Flickr



Podcasts



Project Naming

17



Webinar on YouTube



Contact us!

Visit LAC in Ottawa, Vancouver, Winnipeg 
and Halifax

Ask Us a Question: https://library-
archives.canada.ca/eng/services/public/ask
-us-question/pages/ask-us-question.aspx

Co-lab Challenge: https://co-lab.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/Challenges/Details/1032

Telephone (toll-free): 1-866-578-7777 Reference room, Ottawa, Ontario.

https://library-archives.canada.ca/eng/services/public/ask-us-question/pages/ask-us-question.aspx
https://co-lab.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Challenges/Details/1032


Halifax
Nova Scotia

Winnipeg
Manitoba

Vancouver
British Columbia

National
Capital Region

Library and Archives Canada

550, boulevard de la Cité
Gatineau (Québec)
K1A 0N4
Canada

Telephone:  613-996-5115 or 1-866-578-7777
TY: 613-992-6969 or 1-866-299-1699
Fax: 613-995-6274

Our website: www.library-archives.canada.ca
Search our collection: www.collectionscanada.gc.ca

Telephone: 613-996-5115 or 1-866-578-7777 | 
TY: 613-992-6969 or 1-866-299-1699 | Fax: 613-995-6274

http://www.library-archives.canada.ca/
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/
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