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Why this, why 
now?



A Brief History of Open Monograph 
Press

Launched in 2012 to complement OJS

Original vision was to support Open Access University 
Presses

400+ instances identified in 2024 Beacon data

Has not had the same attention or resources as OJS over 
time BUT benefits from OJS investment and learning

Milestone Open Book Collective membership & supporter 
program in 2024

https://openbookcollective.org/view/package/25/summary/
https://openbookcollective.org/view/package/25/summary/


OMP Review: September 2024 to 
March 2025

Sources:
➔ Internal interviews
➔ User interviews
➔ Internal documentation
➔ Support channels

Report includes:
➔ Environmental scan and product comparison
➔ Workflow & use case analysis
➔ Findings & recommendations

Public report coming soon.



A Brief History of Open Access 
Book Publishing

Process

Presses

Priorities

Book publishing is 
professionalised in a 
unique way

Presses confer prestige 
and are built around a 
sales model

Books are most 
important in low - funded 
HSS fields



Progress

New Open Access presses

Growth in institutional publishing

More expansive definitions of scholarship

Platform trends

Common challenges for open infrastructures



Findings

1. People are publishing more than just traditional 
scholarly books , and creating fit-for-purpose 
publishing workflows

2. People want to better leverage open infrastructures
& other good practices regarding metadata, 
dissemination and persistent identifiers

3. Most people publishing books & other long form 
content are also publishing journals

4 . Book & other experimental, long form publishing still 
has enormous untapped potential to enrich our 
collective knowledge



Case Studies:
OMP in Action



Host Institution:

Content types:

Total published works: 
Notable traits: 

Auckland University of 
Technology (NZ)
Monographs, Edited 
Volumes
9
Local/regional focus, 
recently established 
university open access 
program

Tuwhera Open Access Books



Host Institution:

Content types:

Total published works: 
Notable traits: 

Airlangga University 
(Indonesia)
Textbooks, References 
Texts, Scientific 
Monographs, 
Anthologies, Pocket 
Books, Poetry, Novels, 
Educational Comics, 
Proceedings
1047
Representative of 
booming OA activity in 
Indonesia

Airlangga University Press



Host Institution:

Content types: 
Total published works: 

Notable traits: 

Universidad Nacional de 
La Plata (Argentina)
Scholarly Books
229
Departmental publishing 
program (Faculty of 
Humanities and 
Education Sciences), 
all original works not 
published elsewhere

Ediciones de la FaHCE



Host Institution:

Content types:

Total published works:

Notable traits: 

University of Cape Town 
(South Africa)
Monographs, Edited 
Volumes, Textbooks, 
Proceedings
29 (UCT Libraries) / 64 
(UCT Press)
Parallel UP and non - UP 
library publishing 
programs, supporting 
other African 
institutions to publish 
OA works

University of Cape Town 
Libraries



Host Institution:

Content types:

Total published works: 
Notable traits: 

Delft University of 
Technology 
(Netherlands)
Monographs, Conference 
Books, Textbooks, 
Interactive Textbooks, 
Previous Versions
133
Extensive use for open 
educational materials, 
incorporation of 
interactive textbooks 
using Juypter

TU Delft OPEN Textbooks



Host Institution:

Content types: 
Total published works: 

Notable traits: 

Stichting Open Access 
Platforms (Netherlands)
Books, Proceedings
53
Experimental open -
access repository 
designed for books and 
more, prioritises 
showcasing design and 
creativity

BookRXiv



Host Institution:

Content types:

Total published works: 
Notable traits: 

The Council for the 
Development of Social 
Science Research in 
Africa (Senegal)
Books, Theses, 
Dissertations, Working 
Papers, Policy Briefs, 
Textbooks, Series
1899
NGO publishing program

CODESRIA



Path(s) Forward for OMP

Commit to supporting a more diverse range of 
publication types

Leverage OJS experience to meet the same standards

Engage more directly with the OMP community

Pursue funding for OMP-specific development

Share review findings and explore additional research 
opportunities



Tuwhera Open Access

Airlangga University Press

Ediciones de La FaHCE

University of Cape Town Libraries

University of Cape Town Press

TU Delft Open Textbooks

BookRxiv

CODESRIA

Case Study 
Links

https://tuwhera.aut.ac.nz/
https://omp.unair.ac.id/
https://www.libros.fahce.unlp.edu.ar/
https://openbooks.uct.ac.za/uct/catalog
https://openuctpress.uct.ac.za/uctpress/catalog
https://books.open.tudelft.nl/home/catalog/category/textbooks
https://bookrxiv.com/index.php/b
https://publication.codesria.org/index.php/pub


Thank you.
Sign up for updates

Contact: zwhyde@sfu.ca

https://airtable.com/appwpSQwf9Ww9Mznb/pag6eIS0ZF1CCoRpN/form
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